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leees within the gulf is the Darien \r- is inhabited with cristen Daryen
people, and here thei gather fyne golde in certeine ryvers that
descende from the hie mountaynes. In thes mountaynes be
many tigres and lions, and divers other beastes, and cattes with
berdes which be like apes, but thei be bigger and have grete
tailes. Ther be many bores mountezes1, and other beastes that
be as bigge as an oxe or a cowe2 and be of grey colour and full
of fiesshe, ther fete be cloved like the feete of kyne and the hede
like the head of a moyls with long eres, and ther fiesshe Is very
good to ete. And in the river that passeth by the darien be many
laeartus and some cali them lisards, and some of them be as Hsardes
faf^ee in the bodie as a good calf and upon his backe he is
covered from the hed to the taile w1 shelles so strong that no
spere nor arowe will passe it. He hath a grete mouth and on
even* iawe ij rankys of teethe so horrible and sharpe that it is
ferefuil to behold, and if any man passeth the river, beast or/0/. g6v
do^ge, he \vil come out, and If he taketh eny he carieth him into
the water and there he etyth him. In the monethes of January
and Februarye thei laie ther egges. In the middle of the daie
when the sonne Is most hote thei go alande out of the water to
sandie places and ther thei scrape the sande with ther fete and
make a hole wherln thei laie ther egges, and when thei have
all leid thei cover them with the sande and wfc the hete of the
sonne thei be nourished and after breke owt of the egges and
passyth thorough the sand and so unto the water. The egges be
as bigge or bigger than geese egges and have no shelle but a
sky line like a hennes egge when It is without a shelle. The
flesshe of this lagaitus smelleth like muske and Is good to eate.
Also ther is another sort of them called yaguanas and be as
bigge as the lagartus, and thei have a round hedde and from the
forehed to the tail upon his backe ther goeth a rydge of sharpe
prickes stonding up very grislie. Thei be of grei colour and
1 Sp. montesa, mountain-bred.
- 4 Ay muchos puercos, ay unos animales tarn grandes como vacas'
says Enciso. Peccaries and tapirs, alligators and "iguanas are all well
described.
3 Mule.